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PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

In order to better integrate the pursuit of 
sustainable development into its
areas of intervention, the Administration is 
to take the following set of principles
into account when framing its actions:
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(a)(a) ““Health and quality of lifeHealth and quality of life”: People, human health”: People, human health
and improved quality of life are at the centre of and improved quality of life are at the centre of 
sustainable development concerns. People aresustainable development concerns. People are
entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmonyentitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony
with nature;with nature;

((bb) “) “Social equity and solidaritySocial equity and solidarity”: Development must be ”: Development must be 
undertaken in a spirit of intraundertaken in a spirit of intra-- and interand inter--generational generational 
equity and social ethics and solidarity;equity and social ethics and solidarity;

((cc) “) “Environmental protectionEnvironmental protection”: To achieve sustainable ”: To achieve sustainable 
development, environmental protection must development, environmental protection must 
constitute an integral part of the development process;constitute an integral part of the development process;

((dd) “) “Economic efficiencyEconomic efficiency”: The economy of Québec and its ”: The economy of Québec and its 
regions must be effective, geared toward innovation and regions must be effective, geared toward innovation and 
economic prosperity that is conducive to social progress economic prosperity that is conducive to social progress 
and respectful of the environment;and respectful of the environment;
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((ee) “) “Participation and commitmentParticipation and commitment”: The participation ”: The participation 
and commitment of citizens and citizens’ groups are and commitment of citizens and citizens’ groups are 
needed to define a concerted vision of development needed to define a concerted vision of development 
and to ensure its environmental, social and and to ensure its environmental, social and 
economic sustainability;economic sustainability;

((ff) “) “Access to knowledgeAccess to knowledge”: Measures favourable to ”: Measures favourable to 
education, access to information and research must education, access to information and research must 
be encouraged in order to stimulate innovation, raise be encouraged in order to stimulate innovation, raise 
awareness and ensure effective participation of the awareness and ensure effective participation of the 
public in the implementation of sustainable public in the implementation of sustainable 
development;development;

((gg) “) “SubsidiaritySubsidiarity”: Powers and responsibilities must be ”: Powers and responsibilities must be 
delegated to the appropriate level of authority. delegated to the appropriate level of authority. 
DecisionDecision--making centres should be adequately making centres should be adequately 
distributed and as close as possible to the citizens distributed and as close as possible to the citizens 
and communities concerned;and communities concerned;
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((hh) “) “InterInter--governmental partnership and cooperationgovernmental partnership and cooperation”: ”: 
Governments must collaborate to ensure that Governments must collaborate to ensure that 
development is sustainable from an environmental,development is sustainable from an environmental,
social and economic standpoint. The external impact social and economic standpoint. The external impact 
of actions in a given territory must be taken into of actions in a given territory must be taken into 
consideration;consideration;

(i)(i) ““PreventionPrevention”: In the presence of a known risk, preventive, ”: In the presence of a known risk, preventive, 
mitigating and corrective actions must be taken, with prmitigating and corrective actions must be taken, with priority iority 
given to actions at the source;given to actions at the source;

((jj) “) “PrecautionPrecaution”: When there are threats of serious or irreversible ”: When there are threats of serious or irreversible 
damage, lack of full scientific certainty must not be used damage, lack of full scientific certainty must not be used as as 
a reason for postponing the a reason for postponing the adptionadption of effective measures to of effective measures to 
prevent environmental degradation;prevent environmental degradation;



6

((kk) “) “Protection of cultural heritageProtection of cultural heritage”: The cultural heritage, ”: The cultural heritage, 
made up of property, sites, landscapes, traditions and made up of property, sites, landscapes, traditions and 
knowledge, reflects the identity of a society. It passes oknowledge, reflects the identity of a society. It passes on n 
the values of a society from generation to generation, andthe values of a society from generation to generation, and
the preservation of this heritage fosters the sustainabilithe preservation of this heritage fosters the sustainability ty 
of development. Cultural heritage components must be identof development. Cultural heritage components must be identified, ified, 
protected and enhanced, taking their intrinsic rarity and protected and enhanced, taking their intrinsic rarity and fragility fragility 
into account;into account;

((ll) “) “Biodiversity preservationBiodiversity preservation”: Biological diversity offers ”: Biological diversity offers 
incalculable advantages and must be preserved for the beneincalculable advantages and must be preserved for the benefit fit 
of present and future generations. The protection of speciof present and future generations. The protection of species, es, 
ecosystems and the natural processes that maintain life isecosystems and the natural processes that maintain life is
essential if quality of human life is to  be maintained;essential if quality of human life is to  be maintained;

((mm) “) “Respect for ecosystem support capacityRespect for ecosystem support capacity”: Human ”: Human 
activities must be respectful of the support capacity of activities must be respectful of the support capacity of 
ecosystems and ensure the ecosystems and ensure the perennialityperenniality of ecosystems;of ecosystems;
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((nn) “) “Responsible production and consumptionResponsible production and consumption”: Production  and”: Production  and
consumption patterns must be changed in order to make consumption patterns must be changed in order to make 
production and consumption more viable and more socially production and consumption more viable and more socially 
and environmentally responsible, in particular through an and environmentally responsible, in particular through an 
ecoefficientecoefficient approach that avoids waste and optimizesapproach that avoids waste and optimizes
the use of resources;the use of resources;

((oo) “) “Polluter paysPolluter pays”: Those who generate pollution or whose actions”: Those who generate pollution or whose actions
otherwise degrade the environment must bear their share ootherwise degrade the environment must bear their share of the f the 
cost of measures to prevent, reduce, control and mitigatecost of measures to prevent, reduce, control and mitigate
environmental damage;environmental damage;

((pp) “) “Internalization of costsInternalization of costs”: The value of goods and services ”: The value of goods and services 
must reflect all the costs they generate for society durimust reflect all the costs they generate for society during ng 
their whole life cycle, from their design to their final their whole life cycle, from their design to their final consumption consumption 
and their disposal.and their disposal.



8

The construction or enlarging of a port or quay, or modificationThe construction or enlarging of a port or quay, or modification
of its use, except those with a capacity of less than 100 fishinof its use, except those with a capacity of less than 100 fishing g 
boats or pleasure craft;boats or pleasure craft;

The construction, rebuilding or widening of more than 1 kilometrThe construction, rebuilding or widening of more than 1 kilometre e 
of a road or other public road network designed for 4 or more of a road or other public road network designed for 4 or more 
lanes of traffic; lanes of traffic; 

The construction, rebuilding or widening of more than 2 kilometrThe construction, rebuilding or widening of more than 2 kilometreses
of any road or other road network intended for forestry, mining of any road or other road network intended for forestry, mining or eneor ene
operations, expected to be used for 15 years or longer, and resuoperations, expected to be used for 15 years or longer, and resulting lting 
deforestation;deforestation;

The establishment of a marshalling yard or railway station and The establishment of a marshalling yard or railway station and 
the construction of more than 2 kilometres of railway;the construction of more than 2 kilometres of railway;

The establishment or extension of an airport.The establishment or extension of an airport.



Phase 1: directive
- Tabling of the project notice

- Sending of the directive

Phase 2: impact study
- Carrying out of the impact study

- Analysis of the validity of the impact study

Phase 4: environmental 
analysis of the project

Phase 6: control
- Monitoring, control and follow-up

Phase 3: public participation
- Consultation of the documentation by the public  

- Mediation                                    - Public hearing

Summary of the phases Summary of the phases 
of the administrative proceduresof the administrative procedures11

Phase 5: decision
- Recommendation of the Minister of Sustainable Development,

Environment and Parks
- Decision of the Cabinet

Phases 1, 2, 4 and 6 are under the responsibility of the Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs

Bureau d’audiences publiques sur l’environnement

1 Pursuant the Environmental Quality Act


